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JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE 

1. WE AGREE WITH APPROACH SUGGESTED REF , I.E. THAT 
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SEPARATE ANNOUNCEMENTS BE MADE ON INDIVIDUAL BASE 
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CLOSURES AS THEY OCCUR, PROVIDED, OF COURSE, THAT YOU 
HAVE THAI CONCURRENCE IN THIS APPROACH. 

2. HERETOFORE, WE HAVE AVOIDED AUTHORIZING PUBLIC 
DISCLOSURE OF OUR INTENTION TO WITHDRAW COMBAT FORCES 
FROM THAILAND BY THE MARCH DEADLINE IMPOSED BY THE RTG. 

3. IN VIEW OF RECENT NEGOTIATING DEVELOPMENTS AND THE 
THAI US AGREEMENT REPORTED REFTEL, ADDRESSEES ARE 
AUTHORIZED TO RESPOND ALONG THE FOLLOWING LINES ON AN 
"IF ASKED" BASIS: 

Q: THE THAI GOVERNMENT HAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE US HAS 
AGREED THAT ALL OF ITS TROOPS WILL BE WITHDRAWN FROM 

THAILAND BY MARCH 20. IS THIS CORRECT? 

A: U.S. TROOPS ARE STATIONED IN THAILAND FOR THE MUTUAL 
BENEFIT OF BOTH COUNTRIES. AS THE SITUATION IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA HAS CHANGED, SO HAS THE REQUIREMENT FOR U.S. FORCES. 

IN COORDINATION WITH THE RTG, WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF 
ADJUSTING THE U.S. PRESENCE. IT IS OUR INTENTION TO HAVE 
ALL OF OUR COMBAT UNITS WITHDRAWN BY THAT TIME. 

Q: YOU HAVE REFERRED TO "COMBAT UNITS". DOES THIS MEAN 
THAT U.S. NON-COMBAT MILITARY UNITS WILL REMAIN? 

A: WE CONTEMPLATE THAT OUR MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
FOR THAILAND WILL CONTINUE, AND IN THIS REGARD WE WILL 
NEED NON-COMBAT MILITARY PERSONNEL TO ADMINISTER THE PRO- 
GRAM AND IN CERTAIN AREAS TO SERVE IN TRAINING CAPACITIES. 

Q: IF SO, HOW LARGE AN AMERICAN NON-COMBAT MILITARY 
PRESENCE WILL REMAIN AFTER MARCH 20? 

A: THIS IS A MATTER UNDER DISCUSSION WITH THE ROYAL THAI 
GOVERNMENT AND WE DO NOT AS YET HAVE AN ESTIMATE OF THE 
NUMBER OF PERSONNEL WHICH WILL BE REQUIRED. 

Q: CAN YOU GIVE US A SCHEDULE OF BASE CLOSE-OUTS? 
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A: SEVERAL BASES FORMERLY OCCUPIED BY OUR TROOPS HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN VACATED. ANNOUNCEMENTS ON FUTURE BASE CLOSE- 
OUTS AND TROOP WITHDRAWALS WILL BE MADE AS THEY OCCUR. 

Q: THERE HAVE BEEN PRESS ACCOUNTS TO THE EFFECT THAT YOU 
WILL BE SEEKING PERMISSION FOR THE UTILIZATION OF U-TAPAO 
AFTER YOUR COMBAT TROOPS DEPART. IS THIS CORRECT? 
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A: THIS ISSUE IS UNDER DISCUSSION WITH THE THAI GOVERN- 
MENT. INGERSOLL 
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